Alcoholic extracts of 48 identified species of marine flora were screened for a wide range of biological activities. Of these, 3 extracts showed diuretic activity while 2 extracts showed hypotensive effect.
Nadu, Gujarat, Lakshdweep, Orissa and Andaman & Nicobar Islands of India during pre-monsoon and post-monsoon periods. Fresh plant materials were rinsed with water to free them from extraneous matter, shade dried, powdered and extracted with 95% ethanol at ambient temperature by percolation. The first extract was collected after two days. The process was repeated five times. The solvent from the combined percolates was removed under reduced pressure below 40°C. The extract was finally dried in a vacuum desiccator. Extracts were tested for antibacterial, antifungal, antiamoebic, antimalarial, antiviral, antifertility, hypoglycemic and a wide range of pharmacological activities, while a few of them have also been screened for antileishmanial, antitubercular and anthelmintic activities. The details of these tests have been described earlier [10] [11] [12] [13] .
Results and Discussion
The results of the biological screening of the crude extracts are summarized in Table1. Of the 48 crude extracts, 4 extracts were found active in the primary biological screening. Among active extracts, 2 showed diuretic activity, 1 showed hypotensive activity while 1 extract exhibited both, hypotensive and diuretic actions. The extracts with observed/confirmed biological activity are shown in Table 2 .
The genus Cystoseira is one of the most important marine brown algae and several of its species are found world over. Considerable amount of work has been done on this genus. Its ethanol extract exhibited moderate diuretic activity at 100 mg/kg oral dose. Phenolic meroditerpenoids, isolated from Cystoseira have been shown to have potent antioxidant activity 14 . The chloroform-methanol residue of the crude extract of C. balearica caused relaxation of the rat aortic 16 . have reported antitumor and antiviral activities from two new monoterpenes viz. Usneoidols-Z and E,isolated from C. usneoides. Promising anticoagulant activity, associated with antiviral activity, was observed from the fractions of C. abiesmarina 17 . These fractions did not show any cytotoxic effects at concentrations higher than 20 mg/ml. The IC 50 against HIV-1, HIV-2, influenza, 'A' and respiratory syncytical viruses ranged from 0.2-30 mg/ml. Rao and Singbal 18,19 studied seasonal variation and charge studies in C. indica from North West coast of India and reported the abundance of Na, K, Mg and Ca elements during rapid growth stage which decreased subsequently while halide contents increased with time. During the reproductive stage of the algae, Br:F ratio was higher.
The alcoholic extract of Halymenia porphyroides, collected from Gujarat coast, exhibited moderate hypotensive and diuretic activities. At 50 mg/kg dose, it exhibited hypotension of 56 mm (Hg) in cats, which lasted for 65 min. Diuretic activity to the tune of 75 and 119% was observed in rats at a dose of 100 mg/kg. However, on purification, both the activities could not be confirmed, suggesting that certain metabolites are getting transformed into inactive moieties during purification process. Carrageenan, a sulphated polysaccharide, has been isolated from H. porphyroides 20 , while a large number of saturated and unsaturated fatty acids have been isolated and characterized from it by Shameel 21 . A new Nacylsphingosine, viz. Haliminine has been isolated from this alga and various chemical structures were confirmed by spectroscopic methods by Bano et al. 22 . Li et al. 23 carried out detailed investigations on sulphated polysaccharides, obtained from the genus Halymenia and reported that due to high heterogenicity, these polysaccharides did not resolve well. H. durvilliae contains high level of iodine (0.255% dry wt.), magnesium (1.65%) and zinc (25.69 ppm). Its oral LD 50 in Swiss male mice, was 119.1489 ± 4.9873 g/kg and has been formulated into a tablet by Briones et al. 24 as a natural source of iodine.
The seagrass Thalassia hemprichii is widely known for its role played in the nitrogen fixation of the atmosphere and detailed scientific studies have been undertaken by Erftemeijer et al. 25 while Iizumi 26 reported acetylene reduction in the range of 0.025-0.050 mmol cm 2 /day using T. hemprichii blades. On studying the biodynamic potential of T. hemprichii at this Institute, it was observed that it exhibited erratic diuretic activity (140, 90 and 28%) at 100 mg/kg dose in rats. 
